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system for the collection of the salt-duties, though^ ^ s
sacrifice of Ms own susceptibilities. He rendered
ance in estabKshing the college for educating the young chiefs
of Eajputana. Once I visited him at his capital of Jyepur when
a festival was being held ; he was issuing forth from his palace
to pass through the streets upon an elephant by torchlight to
receive the greetings of his people. He drove us to Ambair
the ancient capital before the modern Jyepur was built, and
shewed us the castle, the town, the lake, all nestling amidst the
hills.

The Maharaja Sindhia was prominent at that time; his
fidelity, had been proved in trials and dangers. TTfs disposi-
tion was understood to be wayward and fitful, sometimes even
prone to melancholy ; he had a hesitation in speech with a good-
natured bluffness of manner. He was anxious that the British
garrison Should be removed from his fortress of Gwalior;
against such removal, however, there were obvious objections
as the position was one of political importance and renown.
He had been unable to hold it efficiently or securely during
the war of the mutinies, and if it were ever to fall into hostile
hands, the moral effect would be bad. On visiting Gwalior, I
could not but be struck by the grandeur of the vast oblong rock
rising abruptly out of the cultivated plain. Sindhia had much
chequered experience of war during the troubles which followed
the mutinies ; his military taste was thus cultivated, and he
always gave his chief attention to the management of his
army. For the civil administration he had wisely trusted to
his Minister Dinkar Eao : and when that able minister resigned
a competent successor was fortunately found. Unlike the
Nizam, he greatly favoured the cause of railway extension, and
under the auspices of the British Government, invested a large
sum of money in the construction of a railroad to Gwalior

Sindhia like most other Mahrattas was of a humble caste,
therefore it was customary and proper that he should have
a Mahratta Brahmin to be his "minister. Dinkar Rao was a
Mahratta Brahmin and an excellent specimen of his caste. He
was slight in figure, his features were delicate, his brow lofty;